
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2018 TAF. The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecast scenarios are presented 

for 2010 to 2045. For more information see the write-up 2018 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic 

Forecast Scenarios for Large and Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

ORD large 2010 31,947,532 31,947,532 31,947,532

ORD large 2011 31,825,620 31,825,620 31,825,620

ORD large 2012 32,256,202 32,256,202 32,256,202

ORD large 2013 31,973,296 31,973,296 31,973,296

ORD large 2014 33,457,900 33,457,900 33,457,900

ORD large 2015 35,726,568 35,726,568 35,726,568

ORD large 2016 37,351,188 37,351,188 37,351,188

ORD large 2017 38,169,220 38,169,220 38,169,220

ORD large 2018e 39,775,364 41,071,640 38,907,812

ORD large 2019 41,922,664 45,553,380 39,123,592

ORD large 2020 42,975,960 47,263,808 39,381,080

ORD large 2021 43,923,712 48,568,844 39,788,768

ORD large 2022 44,813,884 50,469,128 40,062,124

ORD large 2023 45,674,956 52,370,188 40,263,900

ORD large 2024 46,491,872 53,402,588 40,434,064

ORD large 2025 47,307,280 54,965,124 40,651,948

ORD large 2026 48,121,552 56,523,352 40,879,136

ORD large 2027 48,964,504 58,171,176 41,089,412

ORD large 2028 49,845,092 59,931,080 41,300,080

ORD large 2029 50,759,244 61,931,080 41,494,176

ORD large 2030 51,702,232 63,803,688 41,687,856

ORD large 2031 52,666,044 65,637,188 41,889,088

ORD large 2032 53,641,584 67,459,296 42,129,184

ORD large 2033 54,622,660 69,350,832 42,390,928

ORD large 2034 55,620,676 71,248,168 42,578,832

ORD large 2035 56,621,776 73,101,096 42,693,212

ORD large 2036 57,630,764 74,901,912 42,794,952

ORD large 2037 58,648,024 76,767,736 42,918,860

ORD large 2038 59,677,976 78,714,736 43,077,484

ORD large 2039 60,708,716 80,695,952 43,261,444

ORD large 2040 61,740,664 82,689,808 43,448,652

ORD large 2041 62,761,128 84,555,064 43,632,260

ORD large 2042 63,794,960 86,353,616 43,800,360

ORD large 2043 64,847,624 88,189,360 43,948,188

ORD large 2044 65,919,440 90,012,256 44,077,884

ORD large 2045 67,016,780 91,802,256 44,187,520
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

ORD large 2010 867,707 867,707 867,707

ORD large 2011 884,220 884,220 884,220

ORD large 2012 879,302 879,302 879,302

ORD large 2013 877,529 877,529 877,529

ORD large 2014 879,142 879,142 879,142

ORD large 2015 880,804 880,804 880,804

ORD large 2016 872,332 872,332 872,332

ORD large 2017 859,271 859,271 859,271

ORD large 2018 893,497 919,149 876,451

ORD large 2019 936,332 1,011,036 878,433

ORD large 2020 901,323 982,892 831,575

ORD large 2021 895,962 980,279 818,317

ORD large 2022 873,402 972,183 788,140

ORD large 2023 838,464 949,483 746,779

ORD large 2024 839,033 950,340 738,057

ORD large 2025 852,678 975,720 741,964

ORD large 2026 866,320 1,000,968 746,054

ORD large 2027 880,514 1,027,884 749,852

ORD large 2028 895,401 1,056,822 753,673

ORD large 2029 910,883 1,090,128 757,140

ORD large 2030 926,881 1,121,213 760,471

ORD large 2031 943,224 1,151,436 763,979

ORD large 2032 959,748 1,181,384 768,128

ORD large 2033 976,405 1,212,594 772,673

ORD large 2034 993,359 1,243,865 775,871

ORD large 2035 1,010,369 1,274,318 777,698

ORD large 2036 1,027,501 1,303,709 779,309

ORD large 2037 1,044,783 1,334,261 781,299

ORD large 2038 1,062,280 1,366,234 783,894

ORD large 2039 1,079,782 1,398,770 786,943

ORD large 2040 1,097,296 1,431,489 789,991

ORD large 2041 1,114,555 1,461,774 792,964

ORD large 2042 1,132,038 1,490,774 795,659

ORD large 2043 1,149,858 1,520,439 798,025

ORD large 2044 1,167,994 1,549,806 800,077

ORD large 2045 1,186,581 1,578,524 801,735
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